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out that the resolution standing in his name was * very
moderately worded ' and sought only e the bare minimum
of air force necessary for the immediate defence of the
country.' When Sir Samuel came to a financial estimate of
his programme he assured the Chancellor of the Exchequer
that the cost would not be very great, whereat the Chan-
cellor shook his head. Sir Samuel reckoned that when the
full expenditure had come into being it would not amount
to more than between .£5,000,000 and ^6,000,000. This
estimate covered not merely the next but future years as
well, and meant a doubling of the Air Force.
Such was the idyllic language of Conservatism in 1924;
but the Labour Government of the day detected in its im-
plications the thin end of the wedge. Mr. Leach, the
Under-Secretary of State for Air, was not to be tempted into
a discussion of ratios and estimates; he pointed out that
si vis -pacem, para bellum was the one slogan the World
War had knocked on the head. All the nations in the
world that prepared most got the most war. * Preparedness/
he asserted, ' is' not the best weapon in diplomacy. The
best weapon in diplomacy is to have a sound and righteous
cause.* But his most daring flight was when he asserted
that about two thousand years ago a great Reformer laid
down the principles for solving this problem of national
defence. Most unfortunately nobody accepted His views on
the matter. They were buried with Him. * I want to see
some new excavation works to raise the lid of the sarco-
phagus of the New Testament. Perhaps the Churches may
yet oblige in this matter, and not leave it wholly to the
statesmen of a Labour Government. I believe a new gospel
is needed. I suggest that if you want Peace you must pre-
pare for Peace. This Government is preparing for Peace.
We can already see a break in the clouds.*
Mr. Leach dealt briefly with the particular question Sir
Samuel Hoare had raised. All that was possible would be
done. Schemes were * growing up * in regular and definite

